Difficulties relating to measurement are pervasive in this literature. First, the reliabilities of measures used in research are seldom carefully scrutinized by the researchers. These can sometimes be quite low. For example, in the Bachman et al. (1978) research, retest reliabilities for their self-report delinquency measures over intervals of a year or two tend to be around 0.50. Self-report scales tend to have high homogeneity estimates only when they measure behavior of low seriousness (e.g., Kulik et al. 1968) or when they are very long (Elliott and Ageton 1979). Second, the measurement of "independent" or predictor variables examined is also often problematic. In the Wolfgang et al. (1972) study, for example, the socioeconomic status of an individual was represented by the median income of families living in the census tract in which the individual boys lived. The researchers were forced into the use of this variable by the lack of a more direct measure. Nevertheless, the reassurances they give about their measure are based on correlations among social characteristics aggregated to the census tract level and on the correlations among prestige, income, and so forth with occupations as the unit of analysis (see Wolfgang et al. 1972, pp. 47-48). They confuse levels of aggregation in their argument. It is clear neither that one should consider the Wolfgang et al. socioeconomic status variable concordant with usual measures of family background, nor that census tracts are sufficiently homogeneous to make this a sensible contextual variable in a cross-level analysis. As a consequence of such questions about the construct validity of the measures used, the meaning of their results is unclear.
Specific Learning Disabilities
Much attention has recently been focused on a potential link between specific learning disabilities and delinquency. Pupils to whom this term is applied are often disruptive and ill-behaved in school, usually show poor school performance, and often show difficulty in listening, thinking, writing, talking, reading, spelling, or arithmetic. Presumably, the term does not apply to persons who exhibit these difficulties when they can be interpreted as due to mental retardation, physical handicap, emotional disturbance, or socioeconomic disadvantage. Instead, the term applies to those who are performing below expectation. Several causal sequences have been hypothesized to "explain" how this "disorder" may lead to delinquent behavior (see Murray 1976).
No attempt is made here to review all the literature on the topic of specific learning disabilities (SLD), but because of the current prominence of these hypotheses a few words are in order. It is not at all clear that SLD exists as an important diagnostic entity. SLD is often defined by what it is not. For example, SLD was earlier called minimal brain dys-